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BURDEN TO 
IMPART 

A diligent person is someone who does what they are supposed to do when they are 
supposed to do it. They do things in a scheduled way to finish on time and do the best job 

possible. 

SUGGESTED 
SONGS 

 Diligence Song with actions 
(http://characterfirsteducation.com/c/curriculum-detail/2050435) 

(http://churchinhamilton.org.nz/Children/songs/) 

BIBLE  

VERSES         * 
Galatians 6:9a   And let us not lose heart in doing what is good… 

 

** 
2 Timothy 2:15   Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, an unashamed workman, 
cutting straight the word of the truth. 

 

*** 

Hebrews 6:11   But we desire earnestly that each of you show the same diligence unto the 
full assurance of our hope until the end. 

LESSON        * 
IDEAS  

 

 

Focus: A diligent person is someone who does what they are supposed to do when they are 
supposed to do it. 

We tend to want to do things we like to do, not the things we don’t like to do. A diligent 

person, however, will do what they are supposed to do when they are supposed to do it, even 
when they do not feel like it. When their parents tell them it is time to get dressed or that they 

have to tidy their room, a diligent person will do it because they are supposed to. 

Suggested Learning Experiences 

 Introduce the 
session by 

asking “What 
are some things 

you enjoy 

doing?” (playing 
with friends at 

the park, eating 
ice-cream, 

playing 
computer 

games, etc.). 
Draw a 

mindmap, such 

as the one 
pictured, as 

they answer. 
“What would 

happen if you 
spent all your 

time just doing 
each of these 

things?” Write up responses. Now ask “What are some things you don’t like doing?” 

(brushing teeth, cleaning up toys, helping to set the table, etc.). Use a different 
coloured pen to make this mindmap. Ask the children to think about what happens as a 

result of doing these things? Record responses on mindmap. Compare the outcomes 
from each. The first mindmap focuses on doing these things all the time because we 

 LEVEL THERE IS GOD PROPER HUMANITY 
      

 One (Y1-3) *  God is  Character Points 
      

 Two (Y4-6) **  God’s Law  Human Relationships 
      

 Three (Y7-8) ***  God’s Creation  Man and God 
      

     

DILIGENCE 
Notes:  

1. Any practical applications and activities provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help you in your preparation. They are not meant to 

direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied.  

2. You are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson.  

3. Fellowshipping with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications. 

4. The questions are designed to guide you as you interact with the children. You do not need to use all of them. 

http://characterfirsteducation.com/c/curriculum-detail/2050435
http://churchinhamilton.org.nz/Children/songs/


often think that’s what we’d like to do, but look at the results of doing that. Look at the 

things we often don’t feel like doing. Look at the results of doing these things. Which 
results are positive and which are negative? A diligent person will do what they are 

supposed to do when they are supposed to do it, even when they do not feel like it. 
When their parents tell them it is time to get dressed in the morning or that they have 

to tidy their room every day, a diligent person will do it because they are supposed to. 
 Tell the story of The ant and the grasshopper (H802S). Discuss what the story is 

telling us about our own life.  
 Serving ones role-play Terrible camping experience (H802S2). Discuss Tim’s 

learning experience. 

** 

 

Focus: A diligent person is someone who takes care of doing things in a scheduled way to 
finish on time, not leaving things to the last minute. 

A diligent person will do their homework as soon as they have the opportunity and start 

assignments as soon as they are given. 

Suggested Learning Experiences 

 Bring in some books that are hundreds of pages long. Ask, “Have you ever read a book 
that is as long as these? How long do you think it would take to read one of these? If 

you were assigned to read one of these books, and the teacher wanted to discuss the 
book in 3 weeks time when would you need to begin reading?” Discuss what might 

happen if children waited until two days before the discussion was due to begin reading? 
A diligent person does not wait until the last minute to work on something. They 

prepare an assignment when it is given and have a schedule to finish on time. If the 

given book is 24 chapters long, get children to work out how many chapters they should 
read a week to be finished on time. How much reading a day should they do? 

 Serving ones role-play the story of Forty-eight hours a day (H802S3). Discuss the 
importance of schedules based on this story.  

 Ask the children whether they follow a schedule after they come home from school. Give 
out the Afterschool timetable (H802A) and a pencil to each child and ask them to fill 

in what they currently do each afternoon and evening. Children should then discuss with 
a partner what they would like their weekly schedule to look like (that is, what should 

you do less of, more of and include that’s not already there). After allowing some 

thinking time, get them to rub out some of the items and pencil in what they should be 
doing to achieve their goals within a scheduled week.  

*** 

 

Focus: A diligent person is someone who takes care of doing things in a scheduled way to 

finish on time and does the best job possible, not being hasty and not doing things second 
best.  

Suggested Learning Experiences 

 Ask one of the children to tell the story of the Three Little Pigs.  Ask the children  what 

materials each of the three houses were made from (Answers: straw, sticks, bricks), 
How long do you think it took to make each house? Compare the times given – which 

was the quickest? Longest? Why? Ask why  the first and second little pigs wanted to 
build houses with straw and sticks? (to get them done quickly and then relax.) Was that 

a good idea? Why not? What conclusion can we draw from this? (When we are hasty, 

we usually do things second best) 
 Most children of intermediate age become involved in school science fair projects. 

Discuss the scheduling of such projects: How many weeks were you given to complete ? 
Did you start immediately or in the last few days of the due date? If you started just 

before the due date how do you feel about your completed work? How could we 
schedule the project so that we do our best work but don’t feel rushed? 

 Serving ones share own experiences of doing last minute tasks.  
 Get children to create a one-week itinerary for their next school holiday. Some children 

may write ‘sleeping’ for the whole morning or ‘watching video’ for the whole afternoon. 

Help them plan activities that include visiting someone, learning new skills, going 
somewhere new, etc. They could work with their parents (maybe changing some things) 

to help carry it out (depending on what is practical for the family). 

RESOURCES Afterschool timetable – Activity (H802A) 
The ant and the grasshopper – Story (H802S) 

Terrible camping experience – Story (role-play script) (H802S2) 
Forty-eight hours a day – Story (role-play script) (H802S3) 

 


